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X HAVE obferved^ with great concern^ 
the growing inattention of the public to- 
wards the difcuffion of the flave trade, a 
fubjedt in which, as you juftly obferve, 
** the interefts, not only of this country^ 
** nor of Europe alone, but of the whole 
** world, and of pofterity, are involved*'* 
You only, Sir^ have ftill the virtue to per- 
fevere in your exertions j to abftradt your 
attention from the paltry revolutions bf 
Europe, and to employ your precious time 
and abilities in favour of the unfortunate 
Africans, even while they ungratefully rc- 
fufe to think themfelves unfortunate, or to 
take any notice of your unfolicited cxer- 

B tions. 



• 
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tions. You, therefore, Mr. Wilberforcc^ 
are the natural patron of all fpeculators on 
the fubjcft ; and it is in this quality that 
I prefume to claim a part of your atten- 
tion. 

I am, Sir, a plain Englifhman, and, like 
moft of my countrymen, have fome know- 
ledge and fome prejudices. I believe that 
the French ate frogs and wore wooden 
fhoes^ until their glorious revolution had 

left them nothing to eat, and no fhoes to 

• • 

bum, I hate flavery; and having con- 
vinced myfelf, by the reafonings of our 
friend Mr. Clarkfon, that Guinea captains 
are in the habit of poifoning their crews, 
and that Weft-India planters are very fond 
of maiming and ftarving the negroes, on 
whom they depend for ftibfiftance, I be- 
came an early convert to the projefl: of 
abolifhlng the African flave trade. I might 
add, that my zeal has not been ufeleis, and 

that 
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that I have made fome profelytes, Gfft^ 
among thofe who, from their total ignor 
ranee with refpeil to Africa and the Weft 
|ndie$9 were leaft interefted in the fuccef^ 
of our undertaking. But J will not take 
the glory to myfelf. Human reafon had 
little fharp in diiiepiinating our opinions, 
^nd the moft profane and defperate unbe- 
lievers cannot attribute to fuch a fburcc, 
the numerous petitions to parliament that 
^ave appeared in our behalf. 

Unfortunately, Sir, the I^giflature took 
time to refle£t : I fay unfortunately, be- 
caufe fuch a delay could only tend to dif- 
turb and confound the underftandings of 
His Majefty^s loving fubjc<fts. I, alas ! 
|bave had more than my fhare of the gcne^ 
ral perplexity. You will fcarcely believe 
it. Sir, but my confufion of mind Came 
upon me immediately after that glorious 
difplay of eloquence, which wjll immor- 

B z talize 
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taltte the lYamc of Wilbfcrforce. While 
ybii were fpeaking. Sir, I participated in 
all your feelings, etiterecj into all your ar-^ 
guments, and adopted all your conclufions. 
When you faid to the Houfc of Commons, 
^^' wherever the fun fhines, let us go round 
the world with him difFufing our benefit 
cence,'^ I could bear it no longer, but 
left the Hoiife, in order to meditate in 
filchce on what I had heard, A committee 
of little funs ! a Jegiflative conftellati^ 1 
all ctnbarking on a voyage through the 
ecliptic ! — It was a moil tranfporting idea* 
The Emprefs's tour in the Crim was ;im^ 
joke to it. But whisn I refle^ed on the ^ 
gouty members-^n the married member»i 
•—•when I confidered that the old fun, who 
might be fuppofed to know his bufinefs, 
had done fo little for the emancipation of 
Africa-^I began to doubt whether it would> 
be prafticable to abolifli flavery by tranf^ 
porting the Houfe of Commons* 
^ 3 Sir, 
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-^Sir/fince^ ihi& firft moment 4:^,CQ0^fi/c^. 
I have^ aev^r jbeea able to rfjafijp ih^igl^y 
bmnr^Lc^f or to my own fiitisfe^ioa. E^en ,. 
whea I endeavoured to follow up your, 
mofl: viftorious arguments-— whea I fet off. 
from the fame premifes — I found myfdf ^ 
infeniibly led to oppodte conclufions. . 
Tbi$, however, I conceived to be neitljier 
your fault nor mine, but the natural ede£t// 
pf foUtory. meditation^ A man, I :ap|)Ufqt., 
heed^ ought never to difcufs any /pointy 
with himfelf : he hasfuch a natural partis , 
ality for all the fuggeftions x?f his gwu ufi-, ., 
derfi^anding, he has fuch a deference fotjp 
the objediions that himfelf hasraifed, an^. 
makes allowances on all fides fo much b(^^ 
yond what he is in honour boijnd to db^. 
that if he is not of a ftrong conftitution,,. 
he may probably die without forming any/ 
opinion at all. But when he, is ejngageidY 
with a good fubftantial antagonift, he has^ 
only one fide of the argument to aM:cpd;tO|(. 

and 
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^nd no ceremonies to obferve; he- may 
treat his advcrfary as you treat Mr^ Norris ; 
he may pervert his reafonings^ and diftort 
hisfafts ; and however unequal he m^ prove 
in the conflift, he muft be very unlucky, 
or very ignorant in the pradicc of difputc, 
if he does not remain at Ufl in full pofiefi- 
fion of his own opinion. For thefe weighty 
caufes, having provided myfelf with as 
much logic as I could conveniently carry^ 
i went in fearch of an enemy againfl 
whom I might difcharge it ; and | foon 
found one at a neighbouring coffee bpuie, 
in the perfbn of a tall fun-burnt Wef^ 
Indian, whom, from the blacknefs of his 
eyes and the whitenefs of his teeth, I 
ftrongly fufped of being what they call ai} 
Anthropophagiil. 

After (bme converfation, which was 
only intended to introduce my fubjeft, I 
proceeded to make a panegyric on civiliza- 
tion, 



T I . 



( 7 ) 

tion^' die parent of humanity. I obferved, 
as you have done, Sir, that European 
Princes never go to war but from the beft 
motives, a sgilfor the mmntmana xf com^ 
merctj und n terder Jovt for their fuij^Ss : 
that thdfe their royal views were fully ap- 
parent £rom their royd manifeiloes, by 
which they in their mercy make knoxvn to 
the world, the times and feaibns at which 
the deiblation of Europe becomes uecedTary 
to its Idappinefs : but that in Africa the 
viftims of war had the additional mifery 
of knowing, that their deftruftion was 
owin^ to refcntment or jealoufy, or fome 
equally unnatural paflion, the exigence of 
which muft necefiarily be attributed to the 
accurfed ilave trade* I then repeated the 
third refolution propofed by ypu to the 
Houie of Commons, and waited with an 
air of triumph for the anfwer of my anta- 
goaifl. 

r 

Sir, 
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Sir^ the ugly man in the coSkc houie 
replied as follows : 

• ■- 

" Since you tell me that the flave trade 
*^ has necejfarily a tendency to deftroy the 
political happinefs of Africa - by pro- 
moting warsj and its domeftic happinefs 
by perverting the courfe of juftice, I 
muft fuppofe that you infer this ten- 
dency from paft experience, or that you 
•* think it perfcftly demonftrable by argu- 
•^ ment. 
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The appeal tcr experience may be Iboni 
♦^ decided. Are wars more frequent in 
"Africa now than formerly? You will 
^^ tell me, that this cannot be afcertained 
foe want of fufficient data to ground^ 
the conaparifonr But, of the numerous* 
** wars which have come to our know- 
*• ledge, can you prove that any one ha^ 
^^ beem excited by the operation of the 

" flave 
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" flavc trade ? Ccr^inly not. h iiot thU 
^* trade a voluntary trade on the part of 
' *' the Africans, and have they not the 
♦> power of puttiq.g an end to it whenever 
*^ they (hall ceafe to think it advantageous ? 
^* Moft affuredly. How then do you 
'^* prove thata caufe is heceflarily produc* 
^* tive of effedls which it has never pro- 
^* duced ? If the Africans feel the many 
** tJvHs you have defcribed, why dp they 
>' not end them ? If they do not fed 
** them, how do you prove that fuch evil$ 
'' exift? 



/. 



/•. 



** I do not affert that the Africans are 
^'^ *^ either very happy, or very wife ; I only 
r ■:■••$(' contend, that their miferiesare not aug- 
ii i«< mented by our trade, and that, in their 

intercourfe with us, they reafon juftly. 



'•'/ ■«( 



•'/, 



r:{ ■: «< Th€;pra£lice of enflaving prifoners of 
* '"' ** Wj^r ' appears to preyail Jfj^iX generally 
*' C " ^« through- 
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'^•throughout Africa ; and fuch a cuftom^ 
" though contrary to juftice, is eafily ex-» 
*^ plained on motives of policy ♦ What 
" condudl are we to expeft from a barba- 
*^ rous conqueror to his prifoners ? By re* 
^ ftoring them on the fpot, he might lofe 
** the fruits of his vidlory ; and, to keep 
** them till the return of peace, and after* 

* " wards'liberate them, may not be pradi* 
•* cable, as few* uncivilized countries pro* 

\^*'"dtice any confiderable excefs of provi^ 
** .fions. By enflaving his prifoners, he 
*' obtains the double advantage of weaken* 

"*^ in^ the enemy^ and of adding to his 

^^^* own army ^s many foldiers as can be 

■"** replaced at home by the labour of the 
.*^ captives* The adoption of this policy 
*• among the neighbouring nations will 
'* produce in each a ftock of domeftic 
*^ flaves : this ftock will form a part of 
** their wealth; men will become pro* 

■■'''U' ** perty. 



^^ perty, and^ like all other property, jvill 

** be transferrable. / 

< • 

./* In this ftate of things, fuppofe a fo- 
*' reign market opened, what will be the 
*^ confequence? Slaves, you fay, willcon- 
*' fiderably increafe in value— true ;; .and 
^* wars will therefore become lefs bloody 
^^ than before. But you contend, that 
<^ they will like wife become more frc- 
^\ quent, Becaufe they will become profit- 
^' able: and here we differ. 



(( 



" If one nation in Africa pofleffed ex^ 
clufively any article of copimerce, I can 
^* conceive that the neighbouring nations 
^' might endeavour to procure by violence 
♦* what they could not obtain in any other 
** way : but flaves in Africa are the ufd^ 
** verfal merchandife. When a nation wants 
*' European commodities, it feems morfe 
^* natural to purchafe thefe with its fuper- 

C 2 *^ fluous 
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** flupu6 ftock, than to endanger this fxt^ 

** perfluity in a war with its neighbours. 

** Wars may be frequent in couptries 

*^ w;here men are of little or no value ; 

*^ but I do not underftand why an increafe 

*^ of their value (hould make a nation more 

** eager to riik their deftru£lion, 

*^ Let us now cpnfider the machinations 

, « . . , ^ . «. 

f* of our traders, whom we will fuppofe 
^* totally void of humanity, and regardlefs 
** of every thing but their intereft. We 
^* know that the principal part of the 
*« flavesis brought from the interior coun- 
*' try, which is inacceffible to Europeans, 
*' and where their intrigues can have no 
*' influence. They might, perhaps, fuc- 
** ceed in exciting a war on the coaft ; but 
■ *' by fo doing they would completely de- 
" feat the purpofe of their voyage, becaufe 
" we know that^ during every fuch war, 
" all trade is fufpended : and for this rea- 

fon 
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^^ (6i\ all aufhors agree, that ih every dif- 
<* fentioh among the natives, the European 
^^ traders are employed as mediators, be- 
** caufe they have the ftrongeft irltereft in 
** the rcftoration of tranquillity. 

' ** The fecond charge againft the (lave 
*' trade refts folely on allegations, unfup- 
<* ported by proof. The Africans are un- 
** civilized, and their penal laws may be 
^* abfurd ; but we know that our own ex^- 
** cellent code originated in a period of the 
^^ groffeft barbarifm. We may call witch- 
*' craft an imaginary crime; but would 
*^ not the African confider in the fame 
*' light the crimes of coining and forgery ? 
" We are told, on the authority of the , 
>* convidts themfelves, that many of them 
*' were unjuflly condemned ; but do ourj 
^* own convids always acquiefce in the^ 
*' juftice of their condemnation ? Every 
** witnefs who has refided in Africa affures 

" us, 
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US, that the laws are mofl: ftridly admi-. 
niftered. The reward held out m Eng- 
land for the deteftion of crimes is not 
lefs likely to operate as a temptation to 
perjury than the value of a flave in 
Africa ; and we have no means for its 
prevention, fo formidable as their teft 
or Feteech^ which produces the inftant 
deftruftion of the fuppofed ofFenden 

*' As a proof of the a£ls of violence which 
the flave trade has^ a neceflary tendency 
to produce, Mr. Wilberforce has told us 
a ftory of a King of Barbeffin, who got 
drunk by Dr. Spaarman's bed-fide, and 
then burnt a village of his own in order 
to procure a ftock of flaves, whom he 
propofed to exchange with the Euro- 
peans for brandy. The fail may, per-' 
haps, be true, for there is no crime of 
which a drunken defpot may not be 

guilty ; but upon what principle can 

t, 

6 «' his 
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'' his excefles be imputed to the Europeatl 
" Have trade ? Let us fuppofe that this 
" trade had not exifted, but that the Euro- 

w 

*' peans had wanted a cargo of gum, or 
*' any other commodity, is it not evident, 
" that flaves being lefs valuable, he muft 
*' have burnt more villages, and have Ibid 
" to his neighbours a greater number of 
^' his fubjeds, in order to procure fuch a 
" quantity of gum as might be fufficient 
*' to exchange for the brandy he wanted ? 

^^ It is the fyftem of flavery fo univer* 
*' Tally prevalent in Africa, which is the 
** real evil. While that continues, w^hile 
*^ flaves arc a transferrable property, every 
*' trade that we can devife with Africa 
'^ muft operate as a flave trade, and it will 
'^ operate more fatally than the prefent, 
*^ becaufe, in proportion as men become 
'' lefs valuable, their lives will be lefs care- 
^* fully preferved. The evil is inveterate, 

*^ and, 
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** and, I am afraid, cannot eafily be extir- 
** pated, bccaufe, in a country where meot 
*^ are not incited to labour by wants, ihoy 
** can only be compelled to it by violeacci 
** It is impoffible to forefee what will be 
" eiSefted by the miffion of Mr. Wadftrora ; 
*^ and the eftabliflirpent of the new Jeru*-- 
** falem ; but in the mean time, as it is 
** probable that the Africans do not con- 
*^ -Seriptft tof flavery the moft virtuous of 
'* "their dduiitfymen, nor export the tfioft 
" t?a6lalile of their flaves and captives, it 
^* ieertis natural to infer, tb?* little *ad- 
*'^' vantage can accrue from the aboiifibn ' 
** bf the prefent trade, and that the civili- 
*' zation of Africa would not be much 
*** promoted by the annual difperfion of 
** eighty thoufand prifoners and con*- 



In this place, Sir, my antagonift ftopt 
jfo abruptly, that I had no time tp raUiy my 

ideas 
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ideas, and maxihal \kcm in order jof argu* 
mtnu 1 thej:efore contented myfelf .with 
tdllifig l^m^ that I difiented firom his opi* 
nioos ; diat thje \Qzyc trade had been found 
by exporieace to carry mifery and defola- 
cioa whei^ver it ;had extended, ^nd that 
dielie evils were iatficwovei^ with it$ firft 
principles. 

>>^ To this i(iepUed he) I x:aa only jan* 

^ fwer, thajt your firft aiTertiou is .unfupi^ 

^* ported by proof, and the iecond an evir 

** dent ahfurdity. The priaC\pJe of the 

.(« ilave trade^ and of evec^ trade, i^ the 

-" deiirti of gain ; this /requenUy paay^ 

^< and probably does, produce, in. both p?^r- 

^* t^es, j^ difpofition to evade or jnfringp 

^•^ the laws of their refpe^iii^e ^commwni- 

" ties. Were it other wife, all comrner- 

*^ cial regulatipns would be abfurd, be- 

*^ caufe every fuch regulation is. known to 

♦S opera^jc as . a . check on conamercial Hjter- 

^i^i ^ D •* courfe. 
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<• ccfurfe. Abufes may have prevailed m 
•* the flave trade, and you have certainly a 
*^ right to declare your own incapacity to 
" iuggeft a remedy againft them ; but to 
*f declare them without remedy, is to 
** aflert^ that the Legiflature of your coun* 
** try is totally deficient, either in power, 
^* or in wifdom/* 



Si'f^ I hope you will admits that this 
way of treating me was very provoking. 
I determined to be contemptuous in my 
\ turn, and, becaufe I thought my anfwer 
would found the better for a claffical allu- 
fion, I told him, that I had rather be mif- 
taken with fuch a man as you, than be ia 
the right with fuch a man as he^ whom I 
could not but fufpedl: of being fteeled 
againft the tender feelings of humanity by 
the habit of living among the viftims of 
oppreflion : and laftly, that whatever might 
be the fuccefs of your efforts ^^r#, I trufted 

that 
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that the iacred flame of liberty would foo^ 
&reak out m Africa and in the Weft Indies^ 
This, Sir, I thought would nettle . hiip ; 
hut, to my great furprife, he only fnuled^ 
and' quietly refumed his difcourfe, as folr 
lows? 

" Suppofe you fhould addrefs to the 
^^ Englifh army a letter couched in thefe 
^* terms — My friends, I have been ftudy- 
^^ ing the principles of liberty, and find 
that you are all flaves^ You are fubje<3: 
to laws which are not recognized by 
your fellow citizens ; you are liable to 
be beaten for getting drunk, which is a 
pleafant adion, and not naturally cri- 
minal ; or for negleding to hold up 
your heads, or to walk in a particular 
direftion ; neither of which things are 
f* naturally virtuous. If you think fit XJb 
change your profeffion, you will be 
t^V whipped, or, perhaps, Ihot, aldiQugh 

P 2 ** every 
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*^ ^V^iV i&aft feas i. ftatttril right w^ <ivic 
*< dnc f>rt)feflk)n for another. I think 
*^ yolir pay very iftfuffleier^t^ and aim €Ott- 
^* vinced that j^u rtiuft be extremely mke- 
*« table, becattfe y(m tvill naturally mike 
** the fanie refledions as I have done. 
** Perhaps fome deceit has been employed 
"in order to trepan yo\i into the fervice ; 
*•; bttt even if you have voluntarily cnliftcd, 
the compact is void, b^caufe no man has 
i, right to part ^;«^it:h his liberty, 






V 
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" SifcKaletter,Sk^wduM pr^bfefcljrbe 
*• c6itfidered>s a proof of indifcfetioii 4:a- 
**^ Ither than ^ humanity 4 but in -h^l^ng 
^* the fanae Ifmguage to the tiegfoes you^r 
•^ . rridtiye is admitted as a fofficieut^ jt^if?- 
^* cation, becaufe an infurrd<Stictti ^'ki thb 
" Weft Indies could lead to no worfe con* 
*' feq\iehces than the maflacre of *a few 
^* planters, with their wives- and ^mHie^. 
^* But^ Sir, your mode of Judging ^thefe 
^' • ** planters 



\ 
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^S^Qmiaoii rules of J4iftic€* -.^ You may. 
^V have feen a foldief tied tt> th^ balb^Sf 
^^ and writhing under th^ lalh ; will you 
" therefore conclude, that the Britifh oflS-i 
" <:ers aie void of humanity ? or would, it 
^^ be a^y extenuation of fuch a ^lus^^y: 
^^ to add, that they are not naturally hard^< 
^^ hearted^ but become fb by the/req^nt^ 
^^ infpe^icH) of theie fanguin^yo^xepu^ 
^^ tions ? No man forn^s h^s opi^ipc^o^lhe 
^^ Engliih nation from the contents of an 
^^ ;E|igUili &^on8 paper; and yetjt was 
^^ on iiaular materials that it was pipopofed 
^^ to groimdour condemnation^ if a fnffi^ 
^^ cient quantity could have been, a)lled:ed 
^*^ by the nuiUgnant iaduftry of our xev^ 
'< t&id inquiiitors* 

" With ^re^pea to Mr. Wilberforce, I 
^* know nothing but what I have learnt 
^* from his Ipcech; you will, therefone 
: ;. I ** permit 
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^ 'peintek me to make^ fome remadcs on 
*? that pcrfbrmance before I fubferibe to 
** the panegyric which you arc pleafed tp 
** T)eftow on his charader. 



*• The flave trade had long been the 
fubjeft of public difcuffion : a regulating 
aSl had pafled, for the purpofe of cor* 
hefting fuch abufes as were thought tp 
have prevailed in the mode of tranfport- 
ing negroes to the Weft Indies : it had 
teen declared, that the Situation of the 
negroes in the iflands was greatly im- 
proved during the laft thirty years ; and 
at this period Mr. Wilberforce caxriQ 
forward to prove, that the regulating a£t 
had regulated nothing, that a palliative 
was in the nature of things impoffible, 
and that the humanity of the planters, 
which had been hitherto voluntary, 
ought to become in future the efFe«£t of 
tompulfion.'* 

"Concluding 
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* * Concluding that every member has 
^^ read t;he voluminous report of the Privy 
" Council, he £orni(hcs them with a rule 
** for judging of the veracity of its con- 
" tents/' 






I mean (fays he) to lay it down as 
my principle, that evidences, and efpc- 
** cially intere/ied evidences f are not to be 
<* judges of the argument. In matters of 
" faft, I admit their competeacy— but ia 
" risafoning about caufes and effcRs^ I hold 
*' them to be totally incompetent. I .will 
*' not believe the mere opinions of African 
traders concerning the nature and con- 
fequences of the flave trade, &c." 






" Now, Sir, I conceive that I gain very 
" little information by learning ^faSlj un- 
** lefs I ktiow whether it is an ufual event, 
*' or an exception to general cuflom :. ajld 
" for this I muft truft to the opimo^of the 
3 " witnefi. 
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** tfeSs, But as all jthJc 4^|6iftr^JW wit-. 
^* neffes on this qiieiH99jha^f c^m^^^ 
•** dieoafdves with (miy ^ij^0g ^^ ^9?^\ 
** of Africa, and ihofe who hav^ K^fidedin,^ 
*< the country have done fo from interefied, 
^^ motives. It iDllows that tiheir ctiedibility 
** wifl be in aja iarerfe rath xq theif l^ov^** 

i '<■... ■' 

■** >dgc and expericaxce." ^ 



.••,- ■*> 



"In ;general, i bdieve, mankind are . 
*^\ much lefs icrupiiloiis in Emitting o^i^,, 
*•* nions, which th^ can afterwards car-v« 
••^ red, than fads, in which the error can-v , 
•** not be fo eafily detefted. .For inftance l 
** when Mr. Wilberforce declared tjiat^ in, 
♦« bis opinion^ the culture of indigo vvould , 
greatly contribute to :the wjealjth and po- , 
rprilaticm of .Africa, theHojufc .very.qui- 
jrtly axrquicfced : hut if he had. tijjkr^j 
J* ojfx^^i^tthat the culture of this plant is 
^ I not ^fsmiculaily .pof niciaiis t9^i^% 

f *^they 
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f^ tliTf woirldriiiAve required ibme coniEir- 

. ■ ■' • , - ■ 

^^ matioa pf his ^jQurances, and would 

, ■ . ^ • • " •' . . • ' - 

^^ jtiaipe found that h)S propofal was the 
^f sjaoft effediial expedient that cp^ld be 
ff devij(ed for ^e fpcedy depopulation of 
^^ the pountry, 

V 

f' Men of plain underfland^gs will 
** compare evidences with each othet^ and 

ff with fuch notionj5 as thcjr know to be 

' ■ ' '' . 

^^ well founded. When a witnefsfrom 
^f ©oite tells us that it is the practice of 
♦* the Moor$ to crofs the Niger, anid to 
-*^ ftize the women and childre^i in the 
H vjil][ages whilft thp men are at work in 
*^ the fields, lye fhalj fufpend our belief, 
>f \fcg9M{c there is po fuch riyer as the 
U Niger on the weftejm coaft pf Africa, 
" ,and becau|e, iij the country which he 
^^ defcribeSi the women, and not the men, 
** are employed iij agriculture. When 
M Mr. Wftdftrom tells us, that the French 

E *^ Captains 



( ^6 ) 

, • •■ ■ 

"Captains take but ' a qiiamity ofiner- 

• ■ • • . , ' ■ ■■.'if ■■ "■ 

^^ ctiry, which they tiiix >^ith thfe food olf 
** the flaves, v^e liiay fiitpe^ that a ha- 

" tron lb fatnbus for g^llahtty might take 

• • . • . • . ' 

*< out a ftock oF rinercui-y for vtty AWcrtnt 
" purpofes. When a ftill more refpfeJ^able 

** perfon, when Mr. Wilberforce himfelf 

• ■ ... 

" affufes uis, that ^ it is \heionJ!a^ prkc- 

^^ tipe,' in the African trade, * to let fail 

' '' f ■ ', . *•• 

*^^ ih the night, left the flaws Ihould be 

•*■■■■ ' ' ■ ° ■ ■ 'Li, 

^^ fenfible oF thtir departlire,' ^ve mall 

- . "< ■ ' ' ■ ^ ■■,.&■ 

*^ hutnbly reprefent to hihi that ifhips do 

^* not lifually fet fail without the prei/ibiis 

"** ceremony of weighing ahchor. jThat 

'^ this ceriembny, as well ais that of'fiilu^ 

*' ^^^^ ting J muft rieceHarily awikeh thfeliten- 

** •tioh oTthe flavies to the itittmcht b'iftheir 

** departiirev— that, bfeiiig Corlfilied ih the 

*' hbld, they would riot ob{ttvi mtffch al- 

" teration in the firofptefl, tKtiugh'they 

^* fhould fail at toid-day-i-.ahd .feiftfj^ that 

^« 'itiltfopkal climates th* *«^iA^-^b^s off 

" Ihore 
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♦Vftof? qn|y d.uring a ihort time hfi^^ 
f^ and aftcF fvm- rife, and thajt a confimnt 
^yj>f^ict^ 9f ikyiing ^gainjft the ^wind is 
^yfucli ^ij^ wk]ke4 iftftaace of perverfity as 
\^ c^^Qt t^(\\^ fee credited,' , even on the 



*^;alSj¥ti? 






^' B,u| fupppiiug his principk eftablibflied, 
.^* wh^? is his pradtice ? He relates to the 
^^ Hoiii?, from the teftimony of Captain 
^1*/ |Hall^ what he calls the tragei^ of Ca- 
J^ lab^yr,; egptaining a fa£t, viz. ^ war be- 
\y twe^n t^p. tqwns^ an4 at roatter of opi- 
*^fiion, yjz. tU?.| this wa^ Was excited by 
^^ the Englifti tracers. Here Mr*^ Wilber- 
^'Jorcf, iodireft oppoiition to his o\yn 
^<. principle, blends the faft and opinion, 
.' ^ and ftates tbena as equally inconteftible. 
.*^ You will fay, perhaps, that he had, ia 
^^ th\s irvftance, particvlax reafons fqr ^be- 
*^ ing^ A PTP<iiiig3l of belief ? Not ait all. 
n..^^ G^jp^tajj^ Hakll relates ^ circymft^ce 
r, E 2 ** which 



.1 
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^^ wliich he iiarJ dfte^ti years aga^ and 
V which happened five yeaiiB beloDb his ai> 
•* rival in Africa : the condu^ (hat h^ at^ 
**. tributes to the traders i^ not lefs abfufd 
<A than atrocious, becaufe (as I havM^al* 
*V ready obferved) during a war on -the 
*\ coaft all trade is fufpended : and the wit- 
^' {iefs confe^^ that the JE^ngUili were re- 
ceiy^edtf, after their preten,()e4 ^ b^iach^ry , 
Wjith^ fis. much cordi^ity 38 fe^jfdrfu ? " 

• ' ' ' i ■ 

. ^ . , V— • , . . . • • ^ . < _ ■ ', ^ . , _• 

t. ■>.■/' '•.■^-•••■t ■ » •• ■ ■' " !•. 

^^ Mrr WUb^Jrforca is very fottdr«£ mt* 
*« rfttiQiiis.; Having told ua the hiftaryi df 
**; a King of Barbei&ii iaid .tise htrigical 
*^ ftory pf C^abar, he ph>C6ed^ t to^^ tell 
*.♦ aixother ftory about % Captain BM^bgrand 
*^ a King at the river CameraouB* -5?he 
H. Captain, it Teems, had adyatioed good& 
*f to the computed vali|e 6f eighty flaitek, 
** pit the : jcredk of tlxirty hoftagft?* M^ho 
•Vwqre aUedged to be rclauOiW oC ^the^ 
^* King, and other perfojis <jf ^irti^iooLiiJt 
^T : 3 •^the 
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*«:thci?btihliy ;-aftd; when the natives re- 

.7 » 

^ fybd to redeem thein, he \:rarried them 
^1 :<sffvi^itfe hki&to Bcuhadoes". The people 
^ <^f the country, k^ return, feized feme 
^ Einglifh Captains whom they found on 
*^ fhore, and extorted from them the value 
^^ i)f thc^ pawns carried off by Gapt. Bibby ; 
*« -16 €<3iQfe^fiatthee of which thefc Captains 
•^ 'Ma^nittWJ^ j>etition to Oot^rnbr Klfry, 
** reqwdtiftg that Captain Bibby'fhotiM tie 
*' compelled to reilore his pledges, as it 
^£t(ra^ jtif)s>fhat he alone 0)^mM {tiibr by 
iii Hvidida^ thiftondtia. S^'far t%(#1lbr)r 
M:ij^«)d^Mr. Wilter^pce^ pnipofe^ b\ft 
«?he veigr t^fely omitttd to rekfc^ 'tttat 
^atfa^^ African Prince, having giaihed all 
**dtEe advantages he had propofed to htm- 
^*« fe^-by hi* artifices, refufed to receive 
H ills pretended children and reiations,^nd 
^ defirexl^tEat they might, be curried fasick 
*5iiindibld in the Weft ladies, which Was 
^(fiiacobfcdiiigiy done. .rr: - 



H 1 4o i|ot; ngi^^^ to «^« Mr, \^il^r- 

** im^ ftot iuit hi§ argMtRfjtttji UQt ^r fp- 
** ploying iarftplea of ftories ii^ftea^ pf ;hf> 
« whole: h^ is 4efply ii|ter©(^d ift fhe^ 
<«^ fueg^fs pf fi q^eftioft % whith. ^ h^ 
1* jgtiftef} ?t l^ind of qeJ^ba^y j and it i^ 
<*: gatyrjil thaf fee 0x0^14, e«\pi<W every 
*^, /Bieafts pj obt^ping ?t fayov»jf?W^ 4«ci^ 
^ «r §on., I qiilj wjgi tba| feisjs^ji^fiia^ 
« fee ug4eF|^po!^, aij^ tH?t (he pro^ipns 

V Pf eaft<l9\i5?ediHy3|r^i^%>jj whijc^ bf 
**, piefip,Ge4 his fpeeeh ?aay qljt^i) ^s ipi^ch 

' ■ ■ • ■ ' ' 

*VPfe4it as the prpfe^nqr^ of ^iflj^^^nge 

V yhiq^ Hi^^ea par^ qf tJ^e fame,, jr^ 
^J amble. 

J . V _ . • . • 

r- 

« I?e|us |ieweoftfi4?r the fecqad ^art 
I- ,fff ^h? fpff eh» whi^h rplate^ ^^ the mode 
.^- Sf I«;^fe§r|i5g flaw^s tQ the. W«^ Mies. 



..« 



« This 



/ 






-'^'^Mi^art m^ityrnxoi'mi rub- 

** for the Britiih X«glflature to infure the 
"fare convi§yarice of oiilr bwii cbriViiul's to 
<^ Botany feay, ahd to JiroVide agaliift'the 
*«^i!^afei^' hatufiUy tcfultin^ Vrbi^-^fo 
*^* liiiany dhahgfei of clihiate, it is ^viaemly 
*^*as eafy tb fecutie th6 heialth of 'ittie ne- 
** groes during a ihoft {)afia:ge of fii*^ weeks. 

^^'%^;orc.i.%inrii« H 

*^ jprove tnat fegmatiohs are netefl&ry, but 
" canft'bt J)ifb\^e that they are impfacticablc. 
<'^'Mr. Wilberforce therefore wouM hkve 
^*' kded mof-^ Rifely in fuppreflirig; ttiofe 
" wild and extf a^^agant defcriptioils '^ich 
'' could not have obtained a moment's 
" bre^it, feveti iJF they had hot been pofi- 
^"tiVelj^ cfontriadiaed by the whole bofly of 
^^ evidence. But it is nee^lefs* to detect 
** the falfehood of his defcriptions, fince 
'''' ^ « he 
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*<^dtt (01 the eka^efs of iiiscaliyattiS&s.' 






1 

" He faysi * It will be'^und (id^a^ 

" average of all tlic fllips^ of which evi-? 

' . * ^ ■■ 

•* d^nce has been given at the Privy Coun* 
♦* cil, that, exclufive of thofe who perifK 
^^^ before they fail, not Icfs than i?t per 
^cent. pcrilh in thp paffage/ -To the^Q 
* ihe^ddS 41 per cent, whcr did fJn fliore 

^< fale : and he qiiotes Mr. lx>ng*s iStfihry 
*^ to prove that one third of the remsunder% 
•*• «&r Wt |)ef ceijt., ^le itt thtf ib^ng. 



•* « tlpai Ae whole (fays he)' fiMs^^ i^ 
^ 'naoitality of about 50 per cent.* ' 

^ ^* This would be, indeed, a moil for* 
*' midable mortality ! But in the firil 






MTlw 
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^^{Cidl^jpii^^^^ AS appears by thcie 

^* report of the Privy Council, is not ii| 
*^.pei: ccntt, b\tt rather lefs than tefh 



[\- 



*^ Secondly, This comprehends the 
;^. whole difference between the number 
*i* fhi^ped and the number fold : Qonfe-. 
!!^ quently we muft not add to thefe the. 4! 
** .per 9?nt, iUppofed j:o pexiih; )>etw«eii 
Si, xjas^ f^rival 'm the ifiiaod^gni^rthe ^e odf 

t Y .Thirdly^ Mr. Long Joes mt Jay ^ 
^ msk ^ird of the negiro^^ imporlt$d,4iQ in 
^^ the feafbning, but ^t one thircl q^ thoie 
** who arrive in a difeafed Jlate may pro- 
**v| jjafejy . die during the three firft years* 
fflj^. Wilber force has told us, that none 
** but healthy negroes are purchafed in 
** Africa; but we will fuppofe, if you 
j5|iTplw^e, that one fifth of thefe contrail 

F *' mortal 






<^ mortal diforders during their paflage, 
^ 4i per cent, ^e be&re the iale^ there 
^* remains therefore 15 1 per cent., of 
" which about a third, or 5 per ceftt., 
• * may be fuppofed to die in the feafoning. 
"The total lofs, therefore, amounts, on 
•^ thefe fuppofitions, to 15 percent., and 
^ ndt to 50^ as ftated by Mr. Wilber- 
♦* force. 



*■.« 



- M Sttch an inAance of exaggeration re- 
** quires no comments : we will therefore 
*^ now proceed to the third divifion of his 
*>* fpeech, in which he treats^of the efFefts 
*• that vS^ould follow in the Weft Indies 
^^ firom the abolition of the Have trade. 



*< Mr, Wilberforce tells us, that having 
** advanced thus far, * he was dbter- 
** MINED never to refl till he had accom- 
^* plifhed the abolition of the flaye trade.* 
<* But he adds, ^ that his mind was ex- 
^ ' ' ** tremely 



( 35 ) 

** tremdy hairraiTed bythe reproacheft of 
^^ the iQCfchants and others kiterefted in 
** thf trade, and that if thfl rujn of the 
<' Weft Indies threatened us on one hand, 
*^ while this load of iniquity prefied upon 
^^ u& oii the other, the alternative, isdced, 
^* was awful. I am. happy. Sir, tojpr^ifis 
" Mr/Wilberforce where I can, ^n^ I iin- 
** cerely applaud hina for haying felt a 
^^ momentary regret while he devQted the 
^^ Weft Indies to ruin, and their m^rpes to 
♦* deftruAion. 



^* In the midft of thi& embarraffineat he 
^* fortunately reflefted * how ftrange it was 
** that Providence ihould have fo confti- 
" tuted the world as to make one part of it 
*^ depend for its exiftence on the depopvh- 
^* lalion of the other/ Such a re|ie<Stion, 
" indeed, would have done little honour to 
** a man of lefs Approved piety, .b^caufe it 
♦^ is evident that -Providence was iii no 
\\ * F 2 "way 
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**■ deftroy*'^ tfefe^ tii^Jive Johfttafiints of ?th^' 
**■ Hiahds j 'ai^^'us to- induce the iiee^llty' 
** df TCpeofdiiag them from Afriai*.* fe6t^' 
^' fu^as it was, it anfweiJed Mr. Wilberi' 
"* ftirceV purpofe. 'From this time ' /i5ij 
^^-li^f biroke in upon bim,* and heMhaS 
*^t^% -^omttittnicated to the WM*d tf 
" view of the queftion in tbife ftitte of Slif- 
'* muiation. 

" The dccreafc of- the negroes' ia^lKe 
" iflands ariies from four caufes ; 

*^ 1 ft. The dkptopoiticMi of fcxes; 

** ad The diforders contraded in'tHe 
" middle paflkge. 

*^* 3d. Exceffive labour joined with im- 
** proper food : and, 

\ *« 4th. The dreadful diffidiiteneft! of 
^^ thibir mdtincrs. u ii. no '- 



•M/. 



" Al 



^^^zv^i(-w^ abc4i%i^ i^aVie Jtradp^ J^J^y^ 
^^ fnuft be r<?fi^4^ • -^aod th^ buthsr will 
^i 4l^4iicrea&d : or el& the^e^ieiicy xs^y 
^5ftbc nia4^ up by the fupemumeiafy hoyfe 
f^ Oflgroes i /<»: elfe we wiU introduce |h^ 
^< PLOUGH and other machinery : or.elici i£ 
V^:. ihe^^oj^ulation fliould decreafe^ aiid|h& 
^ ^rpd^ce with it, the prices of fox)4|||ce 

^* Now this i$ an irrefragable ztga^- 



- "^"^ > > 
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^^ Such is the general (ketch of the 
** queftion : we will now examine it in 
<* detaiL 

0^^ The obftacle to population/ arifing 
** from the difparity of fexes, muft, as 
ii^ Mr. Wiiber force obferves, eventually 
<^ cure itfelf. But the remedy is di^nt, 

1 A * ** and 
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*♦ and the evil is preffing- T^he fopernu- 
** toergry male^i amounting in the ifland 
*• of Jimftica to 30iOpo, pot only da not 
*♦ contribute to population^ l>ut they are a 
>^ fatal check to it, by greatly increafiiig 
>* the profligacy among the females. 

**f On the fubjeft of the fecond obftacle 
there can be no doubt. If we put an 
^ end to the flave trade, no negroes -can 

^ contract diforders in the middle pailage. 

» .. ... . . , , • 

*• The third obftack is exceffive labour, 
** joined with improper food. The labour 
*^ of a negro in the ifland by tia nwans 
*• equals that of a day-labourer in Europe, 
** not becaufe the negro is weaker, but be- 
'* caufe it is impoflible to exa6t from a 
*^ flave the fame exertions that wili oe 

« 

** voluntarily made by a free- man : but if 

" we add the immoderate labours of the 

*'*' night to the work of the d^y^ the fum 

v <« becomesi 
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^^. becomes excefUve^^tand is ,d^<^vi£tivo. of* 
S*j ithe conftitutipB* A negno will fre^-^ 
*f quently walk ten, or even fifteea^ miles'' 
*f. in aa evening to vifit a favourite wife*,' 
**^ and return before fun*rife tb his^hut^ in* 
fpite of the utmoft vigilence that can be 
exerted to prevent him ; and as he is, on 
^5 thefe occaiions, particularly anxious to 
^* avoid fufpicion, he will i^efume hia la- 
*' bours after this fatiguing journey with 
" .iucreafed alacrity. This ia jcertatnly a 
** very frequent caufe of mortality among 
** the negroes ; but it fhould feem that this 
*^ praQ;ice cannot be attributed to the feve- 
*^ lity of their field labour, or to fcanty or 
•* improper food. Exceffive labour cati 
** jiever, I apprehend, be ^jr^^^^/ from ne- 
•^ groes, becaufe they are the moft impa^ 
** ticnt of mankind .under what they con- 
" fider as injuftice, and will ihftantly free 
" themfelves from it by fuicide, when un- 
** abk to take vengeance on the aggrcflbr. 
■'>.^/c.^■. << There 




^ 1 
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* 

<* There may, indeed, be fome cafes where 
«* "theJjT iwiil make great, ■iedi ftB^i 
«*' ibitich^bo great exertiotis in fevottt'ef 'i 
«• ffiifter, whom they knoiir to bdfc diiS 
«* crefs : btitl fuppofe that ftich taTeisfhAv'i^ 
"not hitherto beeii fufficietttiy fi*eqvtent 
** to*^ cbnfidered as a general tiaufe 
** debreafe experienced in the popQlatioh df 
^' ^e iflands. 

; ^* With refped to their fbod, T b^vi;, 

'^^ that where this is either iirfofRciedt dir 

"** Ihnproper, it wHI be found to af ife <^thelr 

"^*^ fitjrri huraicancs, or fi»m long^H:^(mtiniied 

^^ drought, or from fiich extremities t>ifpe« 

** cuniary diftrefs in the mafter as will not 

^frequently occur. Mr. Wilberforce 

** taimot ferioufly bcKcve his own afler- 

^'^ tion, that there is a conftant tenVfency 

•* to the minimum with rcfpeft ta flaves* 

'^*' Sillowarice ; nor <:an he be ignorant th aft, 

"*♦*' except in times of great calamirf, dttr 






;>■?■*•-■ ■' 
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'Icpwd^ts .ate j^i;uY|rfa,lly ..%|Jlie^. ^t\\ 

•5il?tbfc,^.airticles, l^ III*, flaves, who ther«? 
i^^^muft poffefs fomething beyond wh?|: 
4f.J^ oeceflary for their own jfubfiftence^ 
f^i J^i^t, even if it were othcrwife, fo^U^a^ 
164tW» PP^W not eafily be affeded b^ if^ 

■f 

*< becaufe the unproduftive negro^^, .^wW 
** compofe above two thirds of every gang^ 

^h5$t^lM k^ tha fi^ft viiSiins oft^f^ mat- 
a |fir>>.%gi^ty, while >ispwi ^rcft 
fSfiWeo^ f4^ fwr thofc who were,ftbl^ to 
^^amf«9»r* his fMrpfits, and to rfcnuj^ the 
.«f Jl??)!; hX; frefli popubiUon. 



T / • » 
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*^ The fourth caufe of mortality angK)og 

J\ ijxe negroes is the diiToluten^fs of their 

>* manners. This may be, in a great mea- 

?* ittre^ afcribed to polygamy, which pro^ 

/f baj^y muft operate as 91 check to fppu^ 

l^v>l^i^»Pt even in Africa, but whic|?L ij,a 

t2#:^nait''prepofl:erous cuftom in the Weft 

G ** Indies^ 
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•* monarchs of the prefi^iit century, at tfitf 

** head of the moft docile and fiibmifiive' 

• • - • . . . . -■ 

*^ nadon in die univerfe^ exhaufted aUthe 

** refburces of defpotifm in an atten>pt^o 

• . ^ . . . .' 

** induce or compel his fubjeds to part 
M with their beards; but the Ruffians? 
^y cx)ntinued, and {till continue, infle^ubl/ 

^^, attached to this ornament, though pro^ 

'." • ... 

^Vibribcd by their favourite Emperor, an<} 
*^ confidered as the chara^terifUc iymbot • 
^* of flavery. Can it be fuppofed ibat: 4'^ 

. • . ' ^ 

** jplurality of wives affords fewer iiwijrfce^- 

• . • . .. .> 

^•^ of enjoyment than a long beard, or l(bae ' 
*^ the power of our colonial aflembKe*;i#*^ 
"equal to that of Peter the Great I To 
^* Jegiflate for fiaves is not eafy, becauie, 
^* having fewer rights j they are more per-ii* - 

*Vtinacibufly attached to their cuftoms^ 

..•.-. . . • 

** even where thefe are the refuk of pa- ^ 
** price, and not founded ^n the ftrongefb 
** propenfitics of human nature rbefid§s, 
^^Jbaving no confidence in their gojtrei^^s^ 

" they 



,'' i :iw(. 
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^f thgr ^re .jealous x)£ evtrjr idmivaticin, 
*^^attd:*:firequctttl3r piift^-^^^ once from ' thtf 
*^: extreme of fubmiffionto the mofirdeipe*- 
*^-ra^c.:refiftancc;. ri'\ : ./^! 

- i" c^. . • • ' ■ .,>.•.-■•.. 

' f ' .t. ■ • . ■ • • ■' .. . . .••« '. 

v^ Ofl this view of the queftion it iwil^ 

f ^pear that you ought to point out thd 

^ inean$ of removing the obfhcles above 

f^ mentioned, before you fay that' thfey' 

* may and muft be removed; but as I 

* have given a ftatement of them r&tihei?^ 
y idiffeitent from that exhibited by Mr. 
*;Wilbefforce, you may fuppcfe: thit 1 
•i wifli to evade his argument. I rii^ilV 
•> therefore meet him on his own grounds,' 

* and prove to you, from his own redbn- ' 
^ ittgfi and affertions, that the abaliti^n^bf 

^f the flave trade would and /«^ ha^ean' 

^ "effeOt ^ireftly contrary to that wbith 

^ hfe fodms to expefl: from it. Ht^ fup-' ' 

f * pdfes thai^ : the decreafe of the . ncgtms* 

*^-arifftS from the rigoronis^eatrnjEnf ofithe^ 

/^ri! '' « planters, 
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5* planters, or rather of the managers : we 
V will^ if you plcafe, take this for granted; 



. . J 



** Now, fays he, the abolition of the 
•f trade will produce an mability of mak- 
f^ ing any addition to the ftpck by jmfr 
*♦ chafe, or by any other raean§, except 
^.^ the encouragement of population. 
*^ Granted. Henceforward,. " therefore, a 
^^ milder treatment /w«^ be adopted. Not 
** at alh Provided this in^l^ility exitt^, it 
*^ is evidently indifferent whether itf^ b6 
^* produced by an zd: of the Legiflatuw> 6i 
^*i hy any other caufe. Now there^'ai'e 
*^ already many planters who are unable 
^^ Jto purchafe flaves; and, if you wilt^x- 
^ amine all the iflands, you will uni- 
^^ formly 6nd that it is on the eftates- of 
^^ the poo reft and raoft diftrefled planters 
t^-^that the decreafe is greateft. T^ tigo- 
*' ^roua treatment of flaves always arifes 
*^ from the diftrefs of the mafter, and Mr, 
■:--:ih'' H '* Wilber- 
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m ' * • 

•ff Wilberlbrcd hits givea us an cxtelleiit 
•* reafon why it muft be {o. * Intereft 
*.^i (ftys he) is tondoubtedly the great Ipring 
*^ ofa^oii in the afiiiirs of mankind ; but 
*^ i{ is- immediate and prefent^ not diflant 
^^. future intereft, however real, that ii apt 
** to aduate us.' The diftrcffcd platitet 
** knows, tha^t by rigorous treatment his 
^^ M^vtB will decreafc, and that his ruin 
<? will probably be the ultiiinate • confe- 
^^^ quenee ; but he perfeveres, becaufe he 
*:*, prefers future to prefent diftrcfs. Is it 
*5 not evident that the greater part of man- 
^^ kind would reafon in the fame way, if 
M they were placed in the fame iituation ? 
•^ Some few planters who unite opulence 
<^ and ecoiK)my would probably diminish 
*^ their culture with a view to future ad- 
*^ vantage ; but in all clafles of men the 
^.* majority are prodigal aad inconfidcralc. 

. ■ * ■_ 

;^ :: / «Afte» 
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<* After having endeavoured to cotiyinc* 

^* us by argument that the abolition; of the 

Have trade will be rather advantageous 

than prejudicial to the iflands, Mr. Wil* 

berforce produces a long calculation ta 

prove the flourifhing ftate to which they 

have arrived during ihe continuance of 

^^ thai trade^ and infifls^ that the births 

^^ and deaths are now equal, and that 

*^ therefore any farther importation is un* 

" neceflary. Now on this point I fliail 

*• beg leave to make three obfervations : 

** Firft ; if we admit both his fa£ls ai^ 

" his inferences, it will infallibly follow 

*^ that the abolition is unneceflary, and 

I ** that the evil muft cure itfelf ; fince it is 

/ <* evident that the iflands will ceafe to 

/ ** buy negroes whenever they (hall ceafe 

\ V to want them. Secondly ; his infer- 

•• ences do not follow from his fads ; for, 

'^ let us fuppofe that an ifland has annu- 

^^ ally imported a thoufand ilaves, and that 

**this 
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*^ this importation" fliall ceafe in the prcr 
Ni6^3i£mt }^ary biit, that a thQUJ&ad children 
^(f\ ihaU bcs !iK)rn; it is evident, that^thpugh 
itftrthi^ Xiumbep q£ &^h will h& the fijime, 

f^itfher power will be very different, and 
vl* likatithe ifland will be weaker by a thou- 
y^> . fand labourers this year than it wa^ the 
♦\f' ig^. , Thirdly ; the fa^s on which his 
iflt caiciilat^n is gro:^nded are fjilfe* *^ v . 

• lu,. <;^? Mr^'Wilberforce ilatcs, in- thje>tjtnti> 
Ikf li-efolutioii, that H ; 

* 

trfflliithe ytar 1768 the number .; f . 
w..^ f(^^ of tiegrpes liviag in the ifland . 
tri'^^of Jamaica wa^ about 167^000 

p< ' In the year 1 7 74 about — • i ^3,000 

I 

..v'^V And in the yeajr 1787 about. ^56,000 

•c 

■. a 4, . • ' * 

\ , • 't . V " » , • _ ■ ' 

^t;^i" l^ow Mr* Wilberforce knew (b?caufe 
i/^ ;i« ME»» ift^ted ia tjje paper fcopa .^hich 
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^^ he copied thefe numbers) that they were 
** all incorrcft* The laft is a riiere gntfsy 
" and declared to be fuch : the two former 
** are too fmalL becaufe thev are tafceu 
** from the tax* rolls, in which j// the ne- 
^^ grocs are not rated. Thefe tax-rolls, 
^^ ho#evcr, though they do not give ex- 
^^ a€Uy the pofitive number of negrdes ' at 
*^ dny-one period^ are the duly authentic 
" record by which we can judg6 of the 
^^ relative numbers at difFerept periods : 
i " hut Mn Wifoirforce qpnteated Jt itnfelf 

i 

j ** Lwith following them where they fuited' 

I ^^ihis^ purpbfe, and rejeffeed them ia: the 

'.^ laft iiiftance, becaufe they did noc fur-^' 

%.niih a number large enough for* his 

'f.vhypothfefis. By their ftatement the 

'^ auinber of negroes in 1787 was only 

' ^* If MrrWilberforce chufes to takethe 

» 

« tw6 firft numjbets from the tax-roils, it' 

-•I-...-,: J.-.;. ..M.is' 



i 

) 
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" U,?viciertt that i^e na^ft t^l^^.their tjbjrd^ 
V^-fifopj the fame; authority ^ r.pi^/: if t^he 
*^ chyfes to add 4^ ,000 to the h& uum^' 
" ber, we muft make a proportional, addi*- 
" tiqu to the other two; an4> iftrbpth 
*V cafes, it is evident that his aflerli9^6^,*rc^ 
^V falfe, and th^t the iflands c^xmqtr }^p 
*^ jup , their ftock of- negroes witliput, the 
*A, qoatinuance of the trade* . f :<->-)- 

il^^uMr. Wilberfotce, indeed, is jrfepauied- 
•^ for. this conclufion, and therefore ifcmdljr 
*^r<5f&rs us the ufe of the plough, as aft 
*^ ifidemnification for all our loiles. But, 
^* Sir, I muft fuppofe that this is a bad 
*^ Joke; for to confider it as the fugge^n 
•^ of folemn quackery would be too de- 
*' grading to our little Triptolemus. It 
** muft have occurred to him, that of the 
*< thouifends who have fuce«ffivdy mi- 
** gtmA from Europe toitheW^ft JwKes 
V fince the difcovery of the iflands, no one 

H 2 ** indivi- 
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*^ individual can poflibly have beea igna^ 
** rant of the ufes of the plough : he muft 
" have heard that it has been employed 
** univerfall/y and almoft as univerfally 
** abandoned ; and it requited na great 
" ftretch of imagkiatioa to conceive that 
^ an inftrument, fo neceffary to agrknlcure' 
** in one climate and country, might, from 
'* local circumftances^ be inapplicable txr 
^' the fame ufes in another^ Befides, if 
^* ploughs are generally introduced^ by 
*'^ what artifice could we induce them to' 
** cut our canes, to pafs them through the 
^* milt, to boil our fugar, or diftil our rum .* 
^' From what does he infer that horfes or 
*' cattle might be ufefuUy employed for 
*' thefe purpofes? He certainly know^ 
*' that the mere operation of planting 
** forms only a part of the kbour, and 
" that on thofe eftat^s, where this opera> 
**• tion takes place only once in twenty 



«6 
46 



c 53 y 

yeAr&, the iame ilobk of negroes i^ ne- 
cef&ry* ^ 



" As a farther fuccedaneum, Mr* Wil- 
^' berforce advifes the employment of our 
^' domcfiic ilavcs in field labour. Tbefe, 
*^ X believe, do not amount to one fourth 
** of the number that he fiippofes : many 
^ ofiour fervants are free men; others 
** haire been taken into the houfe from 
^^'^ their inability to fupport die lafcaur of 
*f the field ; and others as a reward for 
*^ their dox:iiity and fidelity* This re- 
* V fource, therefore, would prove extrea»ely 
" inadequate, and the advantages of thd 
*^ experiment would by no means com- 

penfate its cruelty* 



i6 



•* But (fays Mr. Wilberforce) * if it be 
*^ infifted that the deficiency can in no 
\^ way be fupplied, and that the quart tity 
t^ of produce muft diminifli, I then revert 

'' to 
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" to that irrefrt^able argumeaf ^^ ^^t tjie? 
" increafe of price will make up the.lofs 
" to the planters^ and Is a clear ultimate 
" fecurity/ 

** This irrefragable argument, ho we vei% 
is by no means univerfaJll/ admitted^ 
even in queftions of taxation, to which 
^^ic is peculiarly applicable ; but^^itirther 
'^ . prefent inftance, it ; is no arguQ9«eii>(! ^aC 
** all. The abolition would not, in the iflf ft ^ 
*^ inftance, produce any diminution of 
" produce, becaufe the poorer plant?rf be- 
" ing generally under contract to fqrijiOi a 
^^ determinate annual quantity, would cpp-» 
" tinue to do fo until the increafing we^k- - 
** nefs of their negroes fhould render a Jfar-r. > 
" ther compliance with their agrpenfient 
" abfblutely impoffible. From th^§ . pe- > 
•*. riod^ indeed, the diminution would J^e 
rapid, and.it is probable that, the. price 
" .wwifjid for a time increafe in the fame 
^\^ ^* propor- 









I 
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^^ proportion ; but this would be no in- 
** demnificatibh to the fuffcrers, it would 
^'^ only be i prftfit accruing to the opulent 
" planters from thd diftrcfles of the necef- 
** litous. This ftate of things, however, 
" could not be lafting. Either the con- 
" ftiilit|>tion would dimini(h, or the con- 
" {MtntX would infift on being freed from 
" the monopoly of the Britifh planters, 
" aiid would recieive the articles of Weft- 
" Infdian ' prdduce at a cheaper rate from 
^* ihe^ foreign colonies. 

" I have now difcufled the moft impor- 
*' taht parts of Mr. Wilberforce's fpeech, 
*' fo that the remainder may be difpatched 
" in a few words. I fhould, indeed, have 
** pafled it over in lilence, but that it may 
** not be amifs to fhow how uniformly he 
** mifreprefents every part of the fubjeft. 
*^ He lays, ' it is abfurd to pretend that 
** Liverpool will be fenfibly affefted by the 

^ abbliti^n^' 
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<*, -abolition, becaufe the flay f ^rade qccu- 
•' pies only one fifteenth part of the out-, 
** . wacd-.boqnd tgnnage at that port.' Now , 
** the total outward-bound tonnage of^ 

V 

?' Liverpool amounts to 56,900 tons, , of ^ 
^V which 14,000 are occupied by the Afri-, 
", qan trade. This, I conceive, is one fourth ^^ 
^* and not (>»^^^^»/i&, part of the whole. ,. 

"He tells us, that all the (hips dif- 
** charged i.Q confequence of the abolitioij^. 
* ' , rnigh t be ufe f u J.ly employed in 0U15; 
^^.JUheries. or other trades. But I believe 
*V.it would be found inconvenient to em-s 
*' ploy large fhips infiead of boats in ouj, 
" .fiftieriftSc Befides, our negroes in.th^ 
fi^ .iflaiids . principally fubfift on falted fifh ;, 
*1 : and there, fecms no reafon for, fuppofing^^ 
^' that, the demand, for this article will be 
/' iiKreafed by the defalcation pf 1 7,000 
,*^ .roafumers,. who are annually impprtcd 
'SS'iutp.the feveraliflands* 

f« He 
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" He gravely defends the accuracy of 
^^ Mr. Clark fon's calculations, ami allures 
** us, that more failors Ale in one year in the 
^^ Jlanie trade than in two years in all mr 
^* trades put together ; and that the five 
^^ thoufand failors employed in this trade 
** 3re not a benefit to our navy, zsfome have 
*• ignorant ly argued. 

** He ?hen proceeds to ridicule tjie weak 
*^ and alffkrd opinion of certain perfbns^ 
**^ who thought that France would con- 
" tinue to Carry bn their trade, whenever 
•* it fiiould be relinquilhed by the Englifli* 
^Mt i^ true that fome miffionarieSj from 
•* thofe benevolent and confcientious foci- 

* • 

*^ eties whom he fo highly praifes^ had 
** exerted themfelves with great effeQ: in 
*^ France, and had nearly fucceeded in 
*« fevering for ever the colonics from tha 
" mothet country : but the final decifion 
'• of the National Aj^einMy has confin&ed 

I '^ the 



' . ... 

** the weak and abrura opiriioh lb aoiy r6* 

*** futed by Mr. Wilberforce/ / 

• ■ I. 

*^ Laftly, he fofeiees^ fVom the abdiitioh 

*^ of the prefent trade, the eftiablifhthent 

*^ of an extenfive, advantageous, ^ arid 

^* harmlefs commerce with the Africans* 

*' This, indeed, wefe devoutly to he 

" wiflied ! but on what grounds wfe can 

** hope for fuch an event,! cannot under- 

" (land. All the dying wood that Britain 

*^ is able to confume, and all the gold duft 

" that can be procured > would not employ 

• " more than one twentieth part of tiic 

;, ** fhipping now fent to Africa* The ctll- 

** ture of indigo and tobacco requires' more 

** intelligence than can be at prefent ex- 

* 

** pefted from negroes. Rice, indeed, 

*** might be produced to &lmo(l any 

*' amount; but it could no where find a 

** market fo advantageous as that which is 

"^offered byi the flave merchants, who 

3 " would 
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'♦ woulds gladly purchale feven cur eigjhit 
^* times the quantity that hsfcs ever beea 
^^ raifed on the coaft. Befides, though \ye 
^* haye certainly a right tp determine what 
** Articles w^ avjII impart from Africa, our 
f^ fxports muft be left to the choic^ of the 
^V Africans ; by \yhat art then can mora- 
le iijty.and virtue be infufed into the 
,^t ^r^dy, or miiccd up with the gun? 
": . jp??W^r, whiph they 9rp always fo eager 
, ^S-'%9[ pjirphafe ? And if we. cannot do thi^^ 

fim \^^ ^^^ ^^^ trade be harmlefs and inof? 

^.f;* .f?p6y;e? 3e affure4, that if pivilizati(Mj 

/** ever take place in Africa, it will be there, 

■"■"■. ■ ■ ■ ■' , ^. ^ 

4? ?s4t has beqflt every where elfe, theef- 
/*fe(5t of internal regulation ; and that it 
.^'„will be vejry little advanced by the 
^ f dreams of MeffrSj Wilberforce, Wad- 
/^ ftrpm, and Co. The abolition of fla very 
i *V is jQot 9ny where the work of a day : the 
#f epfriaijchifement of Ruflia has been the 
] ff fayouF^te pbjed pf the prefent Emprefs, 
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f ^ an4 it b the iaaly projeS^^ ilije fuccefs of 

^ which U. ftiU wanfiiog to complete hei^ 

i ... ■ . . . . < 






f^.I fliall now conclude, by intreating 

?7;.c . .*i.ypu to pardon any expreSdns that you 
u c^^ : j .5^iix>ay have thought difrefpeaful to the 
'^r:i ^. dxara^ier of your favourite orator. I am 
I Hi ♦^v aot the tmixxj of Mf. Wilber force, nor 
;W f * 'id© I ^fcribe to Wot, or to the harmlefs 
v^L ,; . :.: ^i^mdtiesiby whom he is furxounded, the 
3oi n : i.^fi 0«gitMil sprojcA for :ab(Hifluf$ the flave 
■ VM^ yvf^j'ix^^ : The paroxyimof httmanity firft 
V i; cr, i > *^;iappcarcfd among the Americans. Their 
bji; .; u:f5 ^jagacity ficft pointed out the wicked ten- 
jicfioif^cff j^iicy of a trade, with which it was 
;ruiHc(» ^*y tlwir ioteveft to difguft; the^^ Europeans, 

f \c..v.: y^ in oir^er tx> fecure to themfelvesha natural 

. • . 

M and. permanent connexion with the 

IS.W^ln^CS : and it did ©ot efcape them 

• . » 

".:iioi>^ th^; the diicuffion of fuch, ar meafurc 
^ ** was \txy likely to produce a confiderable 

*« degree 
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sboo««l 44gr^>(rf jerf^y^becw^ mother 

** profelytcs, I am perfuaijediti have been 
** aftuatcd by the purcft and moft confci* 
j^^airr^T M entiotis modve^i^butthfeii^zeid has long 
ye > i r <^ '^ fittctfe Abated. The laugtiaige^of exagge- 
ofJv Or ^^tir^tioft, having ceafed to itlflorritf, begins 
w.^ I o-^cto bc*^he»d with difgufti 1^ crimes are 
loa /^-^ii^j^jnA^J^ffegW confidet^as^ia in pro- 

slnriit -df^apartten' as:^th(gy t^::'i«ioctods. We 
^ib M^i^&wncmtcldr^Vi^mi^ fo 

9V£if 5d?*^jtett^ihe!d out^ioipqblk^ifti^ for 

fl^n v?i»*<iidi»ng whatthe lawsJbfo^^^coiMtry per- 
7ir)iiT f t mitted And iencourig^ us^adoV we may 
-n^" bii^l<4ft0^totfee our catEi&'i^ cbnfigned 

erv; ;: m to oUivion^ dlthbiighat isimpradicable 
^^r .f^i?>l<Jto afford us the ineSfls^crf' exculpating 
js>jj. ! 4*:0urfeiv«5, or to limit the duration of a 
s:i> ri::f^ trial j which operates as ir puMlhment, 
^5t? "cf*:by annihilating ou^cr^^ti add cndan- 
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properties 
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After thefe words, Sir, my . autagoiiift 
fuddenly difappeared, notwithftaiiding ijiy 
endeavours to flop him. Do aot fuppofe 
that I was convinced : no, Sir ; that is a 
weaknefs with which I have never had rea- 
fon to reproach myfelf. Old opinions are 
like old friends : and a man of humanity, 
ftr from abandoning them in diftrefs, will 
consider their helplefs (ituation as an addi- 
f ional claim to his prote£tion. 



' l^ow ias you, Sir*, are equally intercfted 
'•''^Jh^ their welfare, and as I am perfuaded 

*• ••.».:.■ II ! 

that you can fi(h up from the depths of 

/ -jyaur iinderftanding a variety of arguments 

fA:?rwhidb>Ifliould fearch for in vain, I hum* 

bly beg leave to requeft a communication 

of fiich as voii fliall think me able to ma* 

^ nage ; in the hope of which I remain, 

SIR* 
Your moft refpe<Stful humble fervant, 
^' -: - - - PHILO-AFRICANUS. 

K^<)>x \:ii.-.,'.\ £.•.-•:..:. iTHJS END* 
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SHHsy of tnthich are now firft printed from manufcripts of the (cveral authors, par* 
tieaiarly foroe Poems by the late Lord Holliad, by the prefent Lord Belgrave^ 
Wnrren flafiings, Efq., Colonel EHkine, Do£^or Coombe, Mefln. Jerningham^ 
Warton, &c. fzc» &c. In three volnmes. Prico 9s, fewed. 

The above nine volumes, being all imiformly printed, may be had fewed, or 
elegantly h(H^d« 

JOURNAL of a VOYAGE from PORT JACKSON, NEW SOUTH 
WALES, to CANTON, in 1778, through an unexplored PaflTage. By 
THOMAS GILBERT, Efq. Commander of the Charlotte. Illuftrated with 
Views of the following Iflands difcovercd on the Pafi'age, viz. Chatham's, Ibbit? 
Ion's, Matthew's, Calvert's, Knox's, Daniel's, Marlar's, and Gilbert's. Slc- 
gantiy printed in 4(0. Price 8s. fewed. 

The LIFE of FREDERICK II. KING of PRUSSIA* To which are added, 
Obfervations, authentic Documeots, and a variety of Anecdotes, Letters, &c. 
Tranilated from the French, in a large Volume, 0£tavo, price 14s. in Boards. 

' REMARKS on the PRUSSIAN TREATY. To which is added, an au- 
thentic Copy of the Treaty qf Defenfive Alliance bct%veen His Majefty the King 
of Gr^at Britain and the King of Prulfia; figncd at Berlin, Aoguft 13, 1788. 
Price IS. 6d. 

QUBRIRS concerning the CONDUCT which ENGLAND ihould follow id 
Foreign Politics in the prefent State of Europe. By Sir JOHN Dalrymple, 
Bart. Price 2s. 6d. 



